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The overload of information with regard to the coronavirus (COVID-19) at the moment on 
every news media and personal social media platforms naturally has the world in a panic. The 
PGA took the decision to send out a member mailer in this regard this past Friday simply 
highlighting a few decisions that have been taken by the Head Office with regards to Pro Ams 
being held in March, the Membership and PGA staff. The decision was taken to not cancel Pro 
Ams for the month of March as the decision in this regard must be taken by the host PGA 
Professional and golf facility. Even though the President prohibited gatherings of more than 
100 people in his emergency address last night, the PGA has chosen to recommend the 
abandoning of the prize giving dinner and formalities. Alternate methods of promoting the 
sponsor and acknowledging the winners will have to be decided upon in conjunction with the 
hosting Professional. 

Although this is a difficult time with no real date in the future for a definitive way forward, 
the general consensus from the global golf leadership is that the game of golf can and should 
still be played. A round of golf at your local golf club is no way near the same as any day at a 
professional tour event and should remain as a form of recreation and time out from a busy 
stressful lifestyle. 

This is where the PGA Professional is perfectly positioned to provide this guidance to the 
golfer while at the same time implementing preventative measures that put the golfer at ease 
and comfortable within the surrounding. Golf is played in a wide-open outdoor space and 
should be a welcome relief from the stress that the world is under at the moment. A visit to 
the golf course is unlike a visit to the gym or shopping mall and affords the golfer a good dose 
of sunlight that is beneficial to the immune system and time outdoors in a relaxing 
environment. 

A few guide points as follows from my reading this weekend: 

For the golfer: 

• Skip the locker room. 

• Keep hand sanitizer or something similar in your golf bag. 

• Practice social distancing. 

• Wipe down golf cart and golf bag handles. 

• Leave the cell phone in the golf bag and do not place within golf cart. 

For the Golf Club: 

• Welcome the golfer to the facility with some hand sanitizer. 

• Implement increased sanitation measures across the facility. 

• Ensure tables are more spread out to allow for the required space between people. 

• No self-service meals. 

• The biggest risk times are before and after the round of golf and therefore other 
methods of food and drink distribution should be considered. 



For the PGA Teaching Professional: 

• Communicate with your database. 

• Implement and share some guide points for your students. 

• Do away with group coaching for a period. 

• Ensure any equipment is suitably sanitized. 

This all requires a fundamental shift in our thinking and behaviour and I encourage the 
Membership to lead from the front and show compassion and understanding through this 
difficult time. 

The Partners Program would also like to inform the Membership that the agreements with 
Delta Airlines and Skynet has not been renewed past end January 2020. The PGA is grateful 
to their valued partnership the past few years and wish them all the best with their amended 
marketing strategies going forward. 

In closing, I would personally like to congratulate Class A PGA Professional, Monique Smit on 
her outstanding performance during the recent Sunshine Ladies Tour season that saw her lift 
the 2020 Order of Merit Trophy after a victory in the Joburg Ladies Open and a 2nd place finish 
in the LET co-sanctioned South Africa Women’s Open. The PGA of South Africa is proud of 
your achievement. 


