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1. What led you to becoming a PGA Professional? 

Passion for human learning and performance, allied to a love for the game and a deep respect for 

the PGA as an institution. 

2. What is your current job title? 

Co-founder of McKinlay Reid International School, and partner in our not for profit initiative 9zero 

Foundation  

3. How long have you been in your current position? 

We founded the school in 2015 and have operated an academy in the George area since 2011 

4. What have you implemented in your position the past 18 months that has contributed to the 

success of your facility/golf club/business? 

During lockdown our school provided classes as usual and never missed a day. Our unique blend of 

coaching, mentoring and teaching via a digital platform, ensured that we had our best ever set of 

exam results in the middle of a pandemic. Where just under 70% of our students achieved A’s or B’s 

in their International exams.  

Due to our success, our school has doubled in size during this period of time. Ensuring that we now 

have a waiting list for every grade apart from one. This increase in student numbers has meant that 

we could invest in our facility. Over lockdown we built a putting green, chipping green and driving 

range from where we can operate our school golf and charitable community development 

initiatives. 

5. Share a minimum of 2 successes that you have achieved in your position the past 18 months. 

The record set of academic results in the middle of a pandemic is definitely a notable achievement. 

Another highlight is that one of our learners received the highest grade in the country for 

Geography. 

Our marquee programme the US College Scholarship Programme continues to develop award 

winning academics and golfers. The latest of whom, Barend Botha was recently awarded Freshman 

of the Year for not only his university but also his province, the MAC. He also made the MAC team of 

the year for 2021. He follows Ben van Wyk who won Freshman of the Year at the University of 

Augusta and Tiago Swart who achieved was added to his universities Deans list, due to his academic 

success. 



 

Barend explains that “when I joined the programme, I couldn’t really speak English and had never 

even been out of South Africa. So for me this programme has been truly life changing.” Here he is 

being interviewed with his brother who is also a graduate of our school in the USA 

https://www.bcsnnation.com/botha-brothers-back-each-other-lead-ut-

golf/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=botha-brothers-back-each-other-lead-ut-

golf 

But what makes me most proud is the charitable junior programme that we have developed which 

uses golf and education to better the lives of the local community. We now offer primary, secondary 

and tertiary education programmes to the youth of George.  

6. Do you have any environmental or sustainability goals that you have met and would like to 

share? 

Our goal is to introduce an additional 13 000 juniors in our region to the game by 2025. We plan to 

achieve this through our structured community development initiatives. The goal is to support any 

child with an interest in the game to pursue it. Our aims here are in line with the transformation 

charters objectives, which are to ensure that the majority of South Africa’s citizens are provided with 

• The opportunity to participate and excel in sport 

• Both on and off the field of play 

• In a structured and organized manner 

 Our golf and education programme not only introduces kids to a game for life but has life changing 

education and career opportunities as well. Demonstrating that golf is so much more than just a 

game.  

At our school Environmental Management is a compulsory subject and the Knysna Forrest’s are our 

area of speciality. We are transforming our facility into a natural and sustainable haven for local flora 

and fauna. In the process we hope to make our learners more aware and passionate about what is 

happening to our planet, and the affect this will have on all of our lives in the years to come. 

7. Please give us a brief outline of the path you took to lead you to your current position? 

Golf has provided me with the good fortune to travel around the world meeting exceptional people 

and creating some wonderful memories in the process. My goal now is to give back to the game and 

my local community by creating pathways for our youth to better their lives through the unique 

opportunities our game presents.  

8. Why do you feel that you would be a good candidate to win this award? 

Our companies contributions to society are not what you would typically expect from a PGA 

professional, which I believe is beneficial in helping the apprentices of today to broaden their view of 

the role of the modern day PGA professional.  

The PGA qualification is an excellent way to progress within an exciting and ever changing 

industry. However, the job for life era has ended and our industry as a whole is going to have to 

change to thrive. So the more examples we can show of the diversity of roles within this industry the 

better, in my opinion.  

https://www.bcsnnation.com/botha-brothers-back-each-other-lead-ut-golf/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=botha-brothers-back-each-other-lead-ut-golf
https://www.bcsnnation.com/botha-brothers-back-each-other-lead-ut-golf/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=botha-brothers-back-each-other-lead-ut-golf
https://www.bcsnnation.com/botha-brothers-back-each-other-lead-ut-golf/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=botha-brothers-back-each-other-lead-ut-golf


 

 

9. Would you like the PGA to share your profile via our social media platforms 

I have no objections  

10. If you would like to, please share your social media platforms with us. 

Instagram - coachadammckinlay 

Facebook - Adam McKinlay  

 


