
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

OF THE PGA OF SA (WESTERN CAPE REGION) 

HELD AT STELLENBOSCH GOLF CLUB 

ON TUESDAY, 30 JULY 2019 AT 6.00 PM 

1. WELCOME BY THE CHAIRPERSON 

James Wade, the Regional Chairperson, extended a warm welcome on a chilly evening at 6.04pm and 
welcomed the 25 members in attendance, as well as Ivano Ficalbi, the Chief Executive of the PGA of SA 
and made a special welcome to Louis Destroo, the Chairperson of the PGA of SA. 

2. READING OF THE NOTICE OF THE MEETING 

The reading of the Notice of the Meeting was conducted by the Regional Chairperson, James Wade. 

3. ATTENDANCE REGISTER AND READING OF APOLOGIES 

The attendance register was read as follows: 

Louis Destroo, James Wade, Julian Shaw, Blyth Reid, Alfie Payne, PJ Pywell, Pierre Van Vuuren, Jannie 
Steenekamp, Damian Wrigley, Cassie Viljoen, Gregg Upton, Helena Buitendag, Murray Smit, Abrie 
Swanepoel, JP Viviers, Andrew Mackie, Jaco Theron, Bart Ijssel de Schepper, Erich Kliem, Jonathan 
Bartlett, Paul Mackenzie, Matthew Speelman, Morne Oosthuizen, Sevey Links, Keagan Beyer, Ivano 
Ficalbi (CE of the PGA of SA), and Adrienne Thorne (MRM for the region).   

Apologies were received from: 

DB Lamprecht, Nicolaas Lochner, Neil Whitehorn, Bob Parry, Shane Rae, Alan Michell, Max Birkenhead, 
Wayne Bradley, Frans Van Den Bos, TJ Biggs, Almar Creighton, Craig Ross, Paul McKenzie, George 
Sauerman, Grant Hepburn, Etienne Olivier. 

4. READING AND MATTERS ARISING OUT OF THE PREVIOUS MINUTES 

Minutes were sent to all members with notification of the AGM.  There were no matters arising from 
the Minutes. 

5. ADOPTION OF THE MINUTES OF LAST AGM 

The Minutes of the last AGM were proposed by Blyth Reid and seconded by Julian Shaw. 

6. CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT 

The Chairperson, James Wade, reported as follows: 

“A year in review: 

First and foremost, I would like to acknowledge and praise the Regional committee for offering up their 
time and combining their diverse skills sets, to assist in the running of the division. In my mind, a 
successful year filled with many a new initiative, but most importantly, the participation and buy in from 
the majority of our membership base. To Louis Destroo, Alfie Payne, PJ Pywell, Blyth Reid, Julian Shaw 
and last, but not least, our Member Relationship Manager, Adrienne Thorne, I salute you for your effort 
and input. It has been an absolute honour and pleasure to have worked within this team and to learn 
from one another. Here is to a bigger and better 2019/2020 calendar year. 

 



Member Engagement Evenings and Education. 

As a new initiative, the committee had the vision of creating practical methods of bringing the 
membership base closer to one another. As we all very well know, the importance of staying abreast of 
the current happenings on ground level within our industry is paramount to the success of each and all 
of our product offerings. 

Naturally with everyone’s busy schedules, it is difficult to get the powers that may be in a room together. 
With the added benefit of gaining CPD points, I honestly believe these engagement evenings have been 
a highlight of the year and look forward to further events.  

For those of you that were unable to attend one of our meetings, a reminder of the two sessions held: 
a rules seminar by Master Professional, Graham Webster. In the midst of all the rules changes it was 
thought relevant to be the inaugural event. This, followed by the hosting skills of Stellenbosch Golf Club, 
proved to be a night to remember.  

Thereafter, host professional, Paul Mackenzie from TGSE, with the assistance of Tania Kapp, highlighted 
the values of nutrition, followed up by an amazing dinner and once more, the opportunity to converse 
with your fellow professionals.  

Our final evening for the year is planned around the aspects of social media and marketing. One 
component of our industry that I am sure you agree in which we can all find value.  Keep an eye on the 
schedule of events for further details.  

Please also ensure they you remain upskilled with the education opportunities that are provided by 
Andrew Gunn and team. There are many new platforms that can be used, specifically E-learning as well 
as seminars and presentations to attend in order to keep up to date with your CPD requirements. 

It was publicised last week and I must make mention of the top apprentice in SA (from the Western 
Cape division) Johan du Buisson for his fantastic achievement. We are proud of you. 

Awards 2018 and 2019 

I honestly believe that Professionals should be recognised for their efforts and expertise within the 
different facets of our industry.  

After a disappointing nomination process last year, I am pleased to say that all categories received an 
excellent amount of support this year. Credit goes to our coach of the year last year in Evan Teplitsky.  I 
wish all the nominees the very best for the voting process going forward. 

Financials 

At end March 2019 (our financial year), there was R1788.71 in our Regional Account.  Following the 
Steenberg Fundraiser organised by PJ Pywell raising Approximately R25000 and a donation from the 
Bellville Pro Am Raffle of approximately R3000, we now have a balance of R29788.71. 

Tournaments and Events 

As always, our pro Ams have received an amazing amount of support. To you the professional 
participants, thank you for continually sourcing amateurs and joining us in the days. To the host clubs: 
the amount of work that happens behind the scenes is remarkable and I would like to thank you for 
making these events run as smoothly as they do. With a busy winter calendar, I look forward to the 
remaining events pre the 2x2 in September. Congratulations to all the individual and team winners alike. 

I must single out the inaugural fund raiser at Steenberg that proved to be a success. Special thanks to 
PJ and his team for managing this day and in so doing getting the divisions financials into a good state. 
The event was hampered by some trying weather conditions but the concept of the day will definitely 
be incorporated into next years’ schedule. I ask for each and every pros support in this endeavour, as 
the outcome is, that the funds get ploughed back into the membership base. 

 



Please also keep an eye out for new events on the calendar. From top class pro Ams, the Interclub, the 
2x2 Regional Champs, Foursomes events and team events- the playing component remains a source of 
why we got into the industry in the first place. The OoM of merit is hotting up at the top and will prove 
to be a race until the last event of the year. 

Last but certainly not least: to you the members. We are only as strong as our weakest link. As a group, 
I thank you for embodying the true values of being a PGA professional. As always, let us keep touching 
lives through the game of golf. 

7. PRESENTATION BY THE PGA’S CHIEF EXECUTIVE 

Ivano Ficalbi, the Chief Executive of the PGA of SA, presented a comprehensive PowerPoint Presentation 
covering a large range of subjects pertaining to the running of the PGA. (The power point presentation 
is available to those members who wish to see it).  On conclusion, the Chief Executive asked if there 
were any questions from the floor. 

Abrie Swanepoel asked for an explanation for the reason that 30/40 applicants for the PGA course could 
not commence the qualification each year. 

IF explained that they usually get around 50 to 60 applications per year.  It is a prerequisite to participate 
in a PAT and achieve a score of not more than 6 over (78) before gaining acceptance of entry to the 
programme.  This was because so many Apprentices in the past would complete the three-year 
academic component of the course but could not achieve the 4 scores of 78 or better in that period.  
He further explained that other PGA’s globally were also down in numbers due to the long hours 
required in golf clubs.  He further explained that our PAT requirements were the 2nd hardest of all the 
global PGA’s and that most required a score of 160 over 36 holes. 

Gregg Upton asked if our SA Qualification was still valid in Europe if you wanted to go work or play in 
pro Ams in Europe. 

IF explained that the PGA of GB & Ireland had removed the use of the PGA TM from the PGA’s of Europe.  
They would now be called the Confederation of Professional Golf.  He was unsure how this would work 
now as it would appear that they will almost be in competition with the PGA’s of the individual European 
PGA’s.  It was a question of waiting and observing what would happen with this amended Association.  
However, he confirmed that more and more of our members were getting work outside of South Africa 
and that our qualification was accepted in Europe.  

8. REGIONAL FINANCES 

James Wade confirmed the Regional Fund Account as R1788.71 at year end but confirmed that further 
fundraising through the Golf Day hosted and organised by PJ Pywell has resulted in an increase of funds.  
He mentioned that previous raffles were a lot of administrative work for less return.  JW confirmed 
there would be another fundraising golf day next year and he asked for support from the members. 

9. MEMBERSHIP ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

Ten Year Service Certificates were awarded to James Wade and Paul Mackenzie.  Apologies were 
received from Grant Hepburn and Bob Parry who were to receive 10 Year Service Certificates. 

Cedric Amm who had completed 60 years of Service, was not contactable.  

10. CORRESPONDENCE 

No correspondence was received by the Committee or the Member Relationship Manager. 

11. GENERAL 

There were no questions under General. 



12. CLOSE OF MEETING 

There being no further business, James Wade closed the meeting at 6.56pm. 

 

 

 

 

____________________________   ________________________ 

JAMES WADE     DATE 

WESTERN CAPE REGIONAL CHAIRPERSON 


