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1. What led you to becoming a PGA Professional? 

I was fortunate to have played a number of different sports as a youngster and golf 

was the one that become my passion. I grew up near a golf course and every chance 

I had, weekends and school holidays, I would be seen playing or practicing at the 

course.  As a junior I learned the game playing alongside my father with an old set of 

Ladies clubs. When I matriculated, I tried a variety of professions but none of them 

fulfilled my needs like golf did. After some time, I stumbled across the Damelin 

course which then led to joining the PGA. 

 

2. What is your current job title? 

Teaching professional 

 

3. How long have you been in your current position? 

I have worked for the past 14 years at various institutions, that being  

Emberton Driving range, Westville Driving Range, Durban Country Club, Cotswold 

Downs and I am now currently based Figtree Driving range. I have been self-

employed under the umbrella of Andrew Radford Golf since 2012 upon starting my 

journey at Cotswold Downs. 

 

4. What have you implemented in your position the past 18 months that has 

contributed to the success of your facility/golf club/business? 

 

I currently coach a variety of golfers, from seasoned veterans, advanced players to 

beginners, ladies’ groups & juniors. I make the use of the technology available to 

PGA professionals by videoing clients so as to give each individual golfer a visual 

image of their swing, making it easier to identify areas that need work. I also use a 

variety of training aids and take advantage of the golf course to teach golfers how to 

make the right decisions within their game, assisting them in their personal course 

management. 

I have made videos to help any golfer and I post these on youtube for anyone to 

access. 



Last year I was approached by an author, Selvan Naidoo, who asked me to contribute 

towards a swing analysis of Papwa Sewgolum. This featured in the book “Out of the 

Rough” published in December 2020 

Earlier this year in January 2021, I also featured on “The real housewives of Durban” 

on Showmax DSTV which was an exhilarating experience.  

 

5. Share a minimum of 2 successes that you have achieved in your position the past 

18 months? 

 

Demyan Burzak 

Demyan started lessons with me in August 2020 and in a short space of time has had 

huge success as a young junior. He has had many first place and overall finishes in 

the KZN SA Kids tournaments. Demyan is a mature well composed boy who never 

looses his cool on the golf course. He has recently had invites to two US events as 

well as a special invite to Italy. Sadly, due to Covid he has to delay his tour until SA is 

out of the red zone 

Below are some of his achievements since September 2020 

Simbithi 1st place and overall best score trophy 

Kloof Country Club - 1st place and overall best score trophy 

Huddle Park SA World champs qualifier – 4th place 

Amanzimtoti – Tied 1st place and knockouts placed 2nd 

Royal Durban Golf Club – 1st place and overall best score trophy 

Simbithi – 1st place 

 

Reece Brown 

Reece has been a long-time client of mine attending golf lessons dating back to 2016. 

In 2019 Reece was selected to represent the KZN under 13 team and participated in 

the annual South African team championships. Reece started at Kearsney last year 

and was selected to play in the first team golf whilst being in grade 8. Reece is now 

currently playing off a 2 handicap and has just recently been selected to represent 

the KZN schools’ coastal team.  

 

Charlotte Millard 

Charlotte first started golf at the beginning of last year just before covid hit in March 

2020. She has represented KZN school’s hockey and had a natural eye for the golf 

ball from the start. What amazes me that - 18 months down the line, she is now 

playing off a 6-handicap. She is very dedicated to her practice and is always willing to 

work on something new. Charlotte has been selected for the KZN ladies’ squad, 

where we will hopefully see her participate in the interprovincial later this year. 

 

6. Do you have any environmental or sustainable goals that you have met and would 

like to share? 

To grow my teaching academy. I would like my brand to become even more 

recognised in the Highway area than it already is. 



Developing the game of golf is a passion of mine and will continue to look for new 

and innovative ways in which I can continue to develop the game. 

When my clients come to me for a lesson, I want them to walk away feeling like I 

care about their development as a golfer and not just merely a form of income. I feel 

that having some form of relationship with my clients provides for the most 

receptive teaching. 

 

7. Please give us a brief outline of the path you took to lead you to your current 

position? 

After completing high school, I went into the technical field of electronics and IT. 

Although I enjoyed this field of work, it was never really a passion of mine. After 

some time I learnt more about the possibilities of becoming a PGA Professional. 

Eventually I took the plunge to change my career and went on to study with the PGA, 

qualifying as a PGA professional in 2009. During my studies I worked as an 

apprentice under John Dickson, rated as one of the country’s best coaches, at 

Durban Country Club. Once qualified, I remained at Durban Country Club working 

alongside John. Then in 2012 I joined Cotswold Downs as the resident teaching 

professional. I was given the responsibility of coaching mainly the residents and 

members of Cotswold, but also growing junior golf in the community. This year I 

have moved over to Figtree Driving range which is next door to Cotswold. This has 

been a smooth transition as my clientele from Cotswold has remained the same.  

 

8. Why do you feel that you would be a good candidate to win this award? 

I have worked hard on developing my brand whilst providing quality coaching to my 

clients. Sometime ago I started producing golf video tips to help golfers. My name 

has become quite well known in the Upper Highway and Durban area as people 

associate me with my tips and the technology that I use during my lessons. I am 

thankful that through word of mouth I have become very busy and have been able to 

help so many golfers play a better game. 

 

 
 



9. Would you like the PGA to share your profile via social media platforms? 

Yes 

 

10. If you would like to, please share your social media platforms with us? 

• Website : www.radfordgolf.co.za 

• Facebook : facebook.com/andrewradfordgolf 

• Instagram : instragram.com/andrewradfordgolf 

• Youtube : youtube.com/andrewradfordgolf/golftiptuesday 

 

http://www.radfordgolf.co.za/

