
                                          

ANDREW RADFORD 

AAA PGA MEMBER 

Facility: Cotswold Downs, KZN 

Dear fellow PGA Members 

It is a great honour to have been nominated for this award. Some of you may not know me 

personally, so will give you a summary of who I am. I began my career as an apprentice 

under the well-known John Dickson when he was still based at Emberton in 2007. After 

completing the Damelin Golf directorship course then under John’s mentorship my career 

developed as I learned various methods of teaching and gained a great deal of 

understanding of the golf swing. 

In 2012 I was appointed as the Head Teaching Professional at Cotswold downs where I 

have been ever since. In the last 7 years I have enjoyed watching my career develop as I 

have become better known to the golfers of the Upper Highway area. 

In the last year I have introduced a weekly video tip called Golf Tip Tuesday. This has 

consisted of videos focusing on swing faults and fixes, rules of golf as well as golf fitness 

tips. The videos are then sent through all forms of multimedia platforms sometimes reaching 

up to 4000 views thus resulting in greater exposure throughout the greater Durban area. As 

a result, my daily lesson intake is now around 6-8 lessons Monday to Saturday, coaching a 

wide variety of golfers from beginner to competent players.     

Developing the game of golf has always been a passion of mine. Being able to connect on a 

one on one level with each golfer, or prospective golfer, I have found is of paramount 

importance. 

In the first lesson I find is vital to gain the individuals trust. It must be a two-way thing. 

Gathering relevant information and assessing the individual through video analyses. Then to 

focus on what the individual needs to improve his or her game. From there I often move the 

lessons from the range on to the golf course, focusing on game like training and correct 

decisions in golf course management.  

Over the years I have had great satisfaction in coaching juniors. They are, at the end of the 

day the future of the game. I have a number of juniors who I am currently coaching from 

various major schools in the area i.e. Highbury, Curro, Hillcrest Primary, Kearsney and 

Westville Boys. Something that has become a great hit amongst the juniors, are the dads 

and lad’s competitions, which has proved to be a great bonding time among the families on 

Sunday afternoons. We have also introduced Target36 at Cotswold Downs which is a 

challenge for Juniors to score a score of 36 from various distances.  

The interest in ladies’ golf over the recent years has escalated at a rapid rate with ladies 

developing needs of their own. This is one area where there is a gap in the market and 

therefore launched the Ladies course. This is a 7-week course which teaches the basic set 

up, swing, short game as well as the basic knowledge of the game and its rules. Following 

this they progress onto the next level. This consists of weekly coaching during their practice 

rounds guiding them to playing the game better through on course coaching. 

As I mentioned previously, developing the game of golf is a passion of mine and I will 

continue to look for new and innovative ways in which I can continue to develop the game. 

 

 



 

 

 


