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BRENDON VAN NIEUWENHUIZEN  - PGA Membership number: 00854 

1. Facility: Silver Lakes Golf & Wildlife Estate, Pretoria 

2. Since the age of 9 I had an interest in the game of golf. My parents bought me 

 my first golf set at 10 years of age and at that stage had no clue how to hold 

 the club. I grew up in a small farm town, called Delmas and did not have the 

 resources to afford the basics. I then started studying the golf swing by  reading 

 many golf book and magazines. This then put me  on the path to play golf. I 

 became a member of the local golf club in Delmas.  

 As a young boy I can remember my mom leaving a R5.00 coin on the microwave 

 so that after school I could play golf and spend the day at the club. 

 When I turned 14 I was already a single figure handicap and then I knew I wanted 

 a golfing career, either playing, coaching or just assisting our local community to 

 become better golfers. After matriculating I started studying the PGA golf 

 management programme and completed my apprenticeship under Paul Marks at 

 the Woodhill Country Club. 

3. My current title is Golf Manager/Director of Golf. 

4. At Silver Lakes 2.5 years. 

5. My job entails running 

 The entire Silver Lakes Golf Club operation. 

 Finance / drawing up of budgets and managing Capital expenditure 
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 Handling of all maintenance on the course and managing the outsourced service 

 provider contracts. 

 Attending various meetings to discuss new ideas and provide training to all the staff 

 so that we can provide a top class service to our members and the golfing industry. 

6. Silver Lakes Golf and Wild life Estate was the first golf club in Africa to qualify for 

 the GEO award (Golf Environment Organisation). By managing this award is 

 assisting me to re-think the strategy of any chemical application on our golf 

 course as well as being sustainable. 

 Taking into consideration we are adapting a philosophy of creating more natural 

 native areas on the golf course to minimise water wastage and create natural 

 areas for wildlife. By doing  this we are also minimising the overall maintenance 

 on the course. 

 Our focus is having more natural floating islands so as to introduce more oxygen 

 into our dams. We are using 65% less chemicals on our golf course by using  a 

 natural transporter product that allows us to achieve these percentages. 

7. The two platforms we use are Silverlakes golf and Silverlakes Ladies. Please go and 

 like our pages and see the interaction we have on a daily basis with our 

 members and following. 

8. When I qualified as a PGA professional I was fortunate, at a young age, to become 

 the head professional at Koro Creek Golf and Wildlife Estate. I very quickly 

 learnt how to swim after being thrown in in the deep end. This was a very good 

 experience as it taught me to handle the business side of golf as well as  members 

 at a management level. I then moved onto Vulintaba Country Estate  and had 

 to build and register a golf course from scratch. This was an extremely challenging 

 time and I am very grateful for the experience as it has stood me in good stead for 

 my past and current work. 

 Once my contract was done I moved back to the Gauteng Northern Region to assist 

 at Silver Lakes Golf & Wildlife Estate for a year before being offered the Golf 

 Directorship at Woodhill Country Club. This was a great experience returning to the 

 course where I had done my apprenticeship. Great in many ways as well as being 

 able to show my mentors how I have grown over the past years. 

 While at Woodhill I then received a great offer from Silver Lakes Golf & Country 

 Estate to return to run the entire golfing operation. 
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9. My experience speaks volumes and my positivity, energy and knowledge, is in my 

 opinion what is needed to be recognised for this award. 

10, Yes, PGA is welcome to share my profile. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


