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Christo Krugel 
 
St Francis Links Golf Estate 
 

1. What led you to become a PGA Professional? 
 
Since I was young, I have always enjoyed the golf environment and culture; everyone 
involved with the sport is mostly community aligned and that is something that I am 
passionate about. The fact that the sport is played outdoors also caters to my love for 
nature and the outdoors. Just like many other golfers, once upon a time, I wished to be a 
professional golfer, however, early in my golf journey, I realized the impact that golf can 
have on others and my involvement in that was much more fulfilling than a low score on 
the scorecard. I was fortunate to complete the PGA course early in my life making it 
possible for further education within the industry.  

 
2. What is your current job title? 

 
Assistant PGA Professional 

 
3. How long have you been in your current position? 

 
5 years and 1 month 

 
4. What have you implemented in your position in the past 18 months that has contributed 

to the success of your facility/golf club/business? 
 

1. I have created the opportunity for juniors to gain easy access to the game of golf. In the 
past 18 months, I have spent one-on-one time with junior golfers as a mentor and coach, 
and so doing imparted valuable lessons to carry them forward in golf and life.  

2. I have been involved in the upskilling of our frontline staff to become better managers of 
the golf cart fleet. I feel that when our staff understand the value of maintenance and 
management of the golf cart fleet, they become empowered to be more than the 
position that they have been assigned for. Small lessons such as testing battery capacity 
and setting wheel alignment have grown their confidence to feel like an important part 
of a maturing company.  

3.   Recently I have paired up with the course maintenance team. We have noticed an influx 
of wild bee swarms on the estate and golf course; the bees particularly like to build their 
hives in irrigation valve boxes. We have safely relocated 13 swarms to an apiary which I 



established on the estate, ensuring a thriving bee population for the foreseeable 
future.    

 
5. Share a minimum of 2 successes that you have achieved in your position over the past 18 

months: 
 

1. A successful result of my junior golf initiative is that in the past 18 months I have 
motivated and introduced 5 new juniors (aged 7 - 15) to the Eastern Province Golf Union 
tournaments. Two of the juniors are now representing EP junior league teams.  

2. I am honoured to be part of the team that has worked hard to elevate the courses 
national ratings to a Top 5 position.  

3. I have successfully maintained, and developed, the apiary on the estate since February 
2020. Together with the assistance of an estate member new beehives are manufactured 
on site with locally sourced recycled wood pallets. I am currently managing 13 hives, of 
which 8 are located on the estate's apiary.  

 
6. Do you have any environmental or sustainability goals that you have met and would like 

to share? 
 
The growing popularity of making use of a golf cart has helped the business side of golf 
management. This poses an environmental threat due to the inadequate management of 
cart batteries. In my fleet management strategy, I strive to prolong the life of each battery 
(we have 270 8V batteries powering our cart fleet) and in so doing minimizing the effect of 
discarded batteries on the environment.  
As part of the bee project, I can provide raw honey to a small clientele through sustainable 
harvesting - creating sustainability awareness within the estate community.  

 
7. Please give us a brief outline of the path you took to lead you to your current position? 

 
After completing my matric year, I enrolled in golf school through Tswane University of 
Technology, soon after I started my PGA apprenticeship at Silver Lakes Golf Estate where I 
spent 4 years completing my qualification. In 2016 I was given the opportunity to join the 
golf family at St Francis Links Golf Estate and have been loving life since! 

 
8. Why do you feel that you would be a good candidate to win this award? 

 
I feel that I have embraced multiple areas of the industry, and through all that I have 
achieved my main agenda was to touch lives through the game of golf.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

9. Would you like the PGA to share your profile via our social media platforms? 
Yes 

 
10. If you would like to, please share your social media platforms with us:  

Facebook: Christo Krugel 
Instagram: @krugelchristo 

 


