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Cliff Barnard 

Gimme Golf (PTY) Ltd t/a The Plett Pro Shop and situated at Plettenberg Bay 
Country Club 

1. What led you to becoming a PGA Professional? 

Golf is in my blood and at the tender age of 5 years old I knew that this game would 
play a major role in my life. Playing on Tour was always my plan but unfortunately 
like most of us, I realised that without financial backing and managing an early win in 
my career, my stay on Tour would be limited. Thankfully, I was guided by two greats 
in the PGA, Vaughn Tucker and Jeff Clause. It was through them that my continued 
passion for golf continued and my career in the PGA took its first step. 

2. What is your current job title? 

Managing Director - Gimme Golf (PTY) Ltd 

Head PGA Professional - Plettenberg Bay Country Club 

3. How long have you been in your current position? 

Managing Director - Since August 2019 

Head PGA Professional - Since 2011 

4. What have you implemented in your position the past 18 months that has 
contributed to the success of your facility/golf club/business? 

Since October 2019 I was able to offer and change an entire business model at 
Plettenberg Bay Country Club. This was through a proposal that I presented at the 
time, which was agreed to by the Main Committee and then implemented 
accordingly.  

5. Share a minimum of 2 successes that you have achieved in your position the past 
18 months. 



My team and I have been able to offer the members and visitors alike, a golfing 
experience where they are welcomed by the friendliest staff in the Garden Route 
and a Pro Shop that will compete with any golfing retail business in SA.  

As a coach I have had the privilege to be a part of two success stories. Martin Vorster 
winning the SA Stroke Play Championship, earning him the #1 SA Open Amateur 
Ranking and the SA’s top World ranked amateur at #25 in the world. Garrick Higgo, 
my prodigy for 12 years, has broken various European Tour records by winning his 
3rd European Tour Championship and moving to an all time high of 51 in the Word 
rankings. 

6. Do you have any environmental or sustainability goals that you have met and 
would like to share? 

Gimme Golf is extremely sensitive to any environmental concern and continues to 
follow all protocol in sustaining the use of user-friendly cleaning products (F10 
product) and packaging materials. 

Plettenberg CC ensures that all indigenous vegetation is properly managed and 
protected. The removal of any Alien vegetation is a continuous action performed by 
the Committee and the Green Keepers staff. 

7. Please give us a brief outline of the path you took to lead you to your current 
position. 

My current position as Managing Director came about when I was in a position to 
establish my own business in 2019 and offer Plettenberg Bay a management 
proposal to take over The Plett Pro Shop and all management requirements that was 
expected by the Club. The proposal was accepted and agreed to by the Main 
Committee. My position as Head Professional came in 2011 where I was offered the 
opportunity to take up the role as Head PGA professional and assist the Club in all 
related golfing activities. 

8. Why do you feel that you would be a good candidate to win this award? 

I believe that all candidates nominated deserve to win this award and I can only 
express my appreciation to all who nominated me and in recognising my efforts over 
the past year. 

PGA Management - My management portfolio has enabled me to actively improve 

the running of my own business and management relationship within the Club. This 
is essential to any golfing entity and through continued professional service, we are 
able to keep Plettenberg Bay on the map as one of the most enjoyable golfing 
experiences in the Garden Route. 

Club Professional - The PGA professional is the person Making Golf Happen in your 

Golf Club. I am happy and privileged to fall within this definition and I believe that I 



play an integral part in promoting the PGA Professional at Plett Country Club. To be 
nominated for this category, one would need to tick all the boxes defining the Club 
Professional. I believe that I do and everything that I do, I do with the utmost respect 
and passion for the game.  

Coach - What a better way to express your love for this game!! I have been coaching 

for almost 25 years now and my passion and patience has never lost its spark. I have 
always trusted my own teaching style and I never try and change the natural ability 
of any player. I refer to “The non-negotiables” as the base to any good golf swing 
and combined with the natural ability of the player, you normally end up with a 
happy golfer. I teach all levels ranging from Junior golfers and Development players, 
through to Elite players, Touring Professionals and Disabled Players. I am extremely 
proud to say that Garrick Higgo and Martin Vorster are committed prodigies of mine. 
Long may my passion for this game last!! 

 

 

 


