GAUTENG NORTH ANNUAL AWARDS
COACH
ENTREPRENEUR

Dalton Viviers
Eagle’s View Driving Range & Golf Shop / DBV Golf, Mbombela
What led you to become a PGA Professional?

I discovered golf at the age of thirteen and quickly developed a passion for the game. 
Everything I did was around golf, and it made an astronomical change in my life. Golf gave me a sense of belonging and suddenly my life had purpose. I knew that after completing school I wanted a career in golf. 
After researching the options, I decided to join the PGA family as I saw an opportunity to touch lives through the game of golf. 

What is your current job title?

Head PGA Professional / Co-Owner of Eagle’s View Driving Range & Golf Shop 

How long have you been in your current position?

18 months 

What does your job entail?

Coaching, Custom Fitting, Club Repairs, Golf Shop Retail, and day to day running of the business. 

Do you have any environmental or sustainability goals that you have met and would like to share?

We make use of hitting mats and artificial grass for our putting areas to save on water. 
Our facility is situated in a wildlife rich environment where we preserve bird life and small antelope. Our name originated from the resident Eagle. We just love the bird’s focus and characteristics and base our business principals on this.

Please give us a brief outline of the path you took to lead you to your current position.

My golfing career started as a PGA Apprentice in 2012 at Mbombela Golf Club’s Pro Shop under the guidance of Steven Lawrence. 
My job responsibilities included golf shop retail, coaching, club repairs and custom fitting. 

In 2016 I graduated as a PGA Professional.  I had the opportunity to join the White River Country Club as their Sports and Marketing Manager at the end of 2016.  This was a huge growing curve in my career as I was exposed to the golf club environment. 

In August 2020 White River Country Club was negatively affected by the Covid pandemic, and I accepted a voluntary retrenchment package. 

In September 2020 I started a coaching business called DBV Golf. I was in the process of starting an up-market Golf shop / lounge with an indoor simulator when a businessperson in Nelspruit contacted me to start up a driving range with him on a beautiful piece of land close to sort after housing Estates in Nelspruit. 
After collaboration we decided to build a coaching / custom fit facility and a small retail golf shop next to the driving range. 

Eagle’s View Driving Range opened on the 30 October 2020 and by mid December 2020 the shop and coaching facility started trading.
Why do you feel that you would be a good candidate to win this award? 
Nomination Category: Coach

From an early age the golf swing has truly fascinated me. 
My coaching approach is that we all have our own authentic golf swing but with the correct basics and swing principals we can reach our full golfing potential. 

There is more to it than just being a golf coach, building relationships and assisting golfers to maximize the enjoyment of golf leads to the longevity of the game. 

I am not selective in who I coach. I believe that to grow the game I need the same level of energy, enthusiasm and passion to develop from beginners to more advanced golfers and even up and coming pros. 

The DVB Golf indoor coaching facility is ideal for all weather conditions adding for a unique coaching experience. 

I believe in using visual tools and I make use of Flightscope to assist with this. 

It gives me great satisfaction to see the beginner golfers that started with me during the past 18 months are participating actively in the golfing community. 

I have assisted numerous junior golfers achieve their first win in Mpumalanga Junior Golf Foundation tournaments and being awarded provincial colours. 

I am happy to say that I do not work a day in my life as coaching is my passion and golf is what I live for. 
	Nomination Category: Entrepreneur 
The Covid pandemic brought along negativity, hardship, uncertainty and yet for me, it was the opportunity to live my dream.

When I started my coaching business after my retrenchment, I soon realized that Mbombela needed a golfing destination. 

My business partner and I produced a unique golfing destination concept in a beautiful nature setting giving family and friends the opportunity to enjoy sports and recreation in a safe environment.

Eagle’s View Driving Range & Golf Shop was born on the 30 October 2020 giving the community the golfing destination they needed. 

All the staff we employed were unemployed due to the pandemic. We know that our small staff complement was only a drop of people that were without employment, but we felt that we had made a difference even if it was very small.

We offer a 300m floodlit driving range, open 7 days a week from 7H00 to 20H00. The facility was soon enjoyed by not only golfers but also to children, couples looking at different alternative to date nights, families wanting to relax over weekends. 

This new interest soon became more serious and lead to golf coaching, junior golf academy, club fittings and sales of golf apparel, accessories, club repairs and golf clubs. 

Our unique indoor coaching facility became exceedingly popular, as you could experience the feel of playing in the outdoors yet you where being coached under roof with air-conditioning being perfect for our extreme climate conditions in the Lowveld. 

We believe that each golfer should have the opportunity to have a fitting done by a professional and have clubs build according to his specific specifications. 
Our store therefor except for wedges and putters do not carry hardware. 

Eagle’s View Driving Range and Golf Shop has become a destination where our customers can meet, relax, practise, or just visit. It has become a safe space for many in the uncertainty the pandemic brought. 

So, we are proud to say that Eagle’s Driving Range & Golf Shop has touched lives of our community by the game of golf. 
Would you like the PGA to share your profile via our social media platforms? Yes

Facebook: 	@EaglesViewDrivingRangeGolfShop 
		@DBVGOLF
 
Instagram:  	dbvgolf
		eaglesviewdrivingrange 
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