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Darren Plumb 

Mbombela Golf Club 

1. What led you to becoming a PGA Professional? 

Having started playing golf early in my life, I have always enjoyed the game. During my 
college golfing years and whilst doing my PGA Apprenticeship hours I developed a love and 
enjoyment for the management side and customer entertainment aspect of the golf 
industry. I decided then that I wanted to ensure that others got full enjoyment and 
satisfaction from the game, by getting involved with the management of a club.   

2. What is your current job title? 

Chief Executive Officer 

3. How long have you been in your current position? 

Four years 

4. What have you implemented in your position the past 18 months that has contributed to 
the success of your facility/golf club/business? 

The past 18 months have been extremely difficult and yet rewarding. With the closure of 
golf facilities due to the global Coronavirus pandemic, all management skills were tested to 
their fullest. We, as I am part of a team effort, implemented various cost cutting measures 
to ensure the survival of the club along with ensuring that all staff employed at the club 
were not affected financially. Once we reopened for golf, we too saw the increase in rounds 
and membership but were able to fully capitalise on this as proper care and financial 
management had taken place to ensue, additional funds now flowing in could be used to 
upgrade and improve the course and clubhouse. 

5. Share a minimum of 2 successes that you have achieved in your position the past 18 
months. 



DARREN ROBERT PLUMB 
 
                      0833873147 
                             golfdrcc@gmail.com 
                          

The survival and financial success of the club during and after the pandemic. Our financial 
year runs July to June and the raising of subscriptions invoices last year May during a 
pandemic was untimely.  

 

However, with some new initiatives and strong financial management we have managed to 
show a profit of R1.6mil compared to the budgeted profit of R120 000 year to date. 

The successful hosting of a PGA-Mbombela GC National Pro-Am and the 53rd Annual Jock of 
The Bushveld Tournament. Both these events had to have careful and proper planning 
involved, more so than years before due to the Covid-19 safety measures and restrictions 
involved. Again, the club showed that we were able to host safe and enjoyable tournaments 
along with the ability to have sponsors fully involved and committed for future events. Both 
these events were financially viable along with participants thoroughly enjoying their 
tournament and we believe we can go bigger and better in the years to come. 

6. Do you have any environmental or sustainability goals that you have met and would like 
to share? 

We introduced Environmentally Sensitive Areas to the golf course, which has not only added 
to the sustainability of the environment but has added character and the bushveld feel that 
we desired. 

7. Please give us a brief outline of the path you took to lead you to your current position? 

Having joined the PGA as a full member in April 2009, I have enjoyed 13 years of being a 
member of the association and the opportunities it has presented me. From learning the 
trade under Darren Millington, to running my own Pro-Shop and later becoming the 
Operations Director at Pollak Park Golf Club. For the last 5 years I have enjoyed the warmth 
and hospitality of the Lowveld, being the CEO of Mbombela Golf Club. 

8. Why do you feel that you would be a good candidate to win this award?  

This is difficult as I believe that any member who has successfully navigated their business, 
club facility or themselves through the pandemic deserves to be rewarded. However along 
with the above-mentioned successes, I believe that the financial success of the club, 
improved golf course ranking from 73 to 60 and the fact that we were able to look after all 
employees at the club along with our caddies, who in total received donations and grants to 

the tune of around R300k was the feather in my cap. Definitely not my golf game            
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Would you like the PGA to share your profile via our social media platforms? 
 

You can do so 
 
If you would like to, please share your social media platforms with us. 

 

@golferdr  Twitter 
Darren Plumb   Facebook 
@MbombelaGolf Mbombela GC Twitter 


