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De Waal Botha, at the Cape Town Golf Performance Studios in association with 
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1. What led you to becoming a PGA Professional? 

I have always had a passion for golf and the industry but what led me to become a 
PGA Professional? It all started when I played my first round of golf at Worcester Golf 
Club. I wanted to learn more of the game and the way people see and enjoy our 
beloved sport. I asked the former manager of the club what it’s like running a golf club 
and he said it is quite a challenge to find the perfect balance between what your club 
has to offer and what the golfer experiences. I realized that I really wanted to learn 
more about the operation and management in the industry and decided to obtain a 
diploma in Golf management at Northlink College and then completed the PGA 
Program. 

2. What is your current job title? 

Today I am the Head Golf Professional at Metropolitan golf club and Co-owner of the 
Cape Town Golf Performance Studios. 

3. How long have you been in your current position? 

I have been at the club (Metropolitan Golf Club) a little over 3 years 

4. What have you implemented in your position the past 18 months that has 
contributed to the success of your facility/golf club/business? 

have implemented a platform within the business, where PGA apprentices have the 
opportunity to learn almost everything about the industry. This will enable them to 
make a better decision with regards to their future, whether that might be coaching, 
retail, management or club fitting. With this in place and the amazing team I have at 
the moment I believe we can together reach success and we can guide qualified 
professionals and apprentices to what they want to achieve one day.  



5. Share a minimum of 2 successes that you have achieved in your position the past 18 
months. 

In the 3 years of being involved at Metropolitan we have achieved so much and have 
turned around the atmosphere at the club. With my marketing budget I have created a 
completely new website to help us stay up to date and communicate better with our 
visitors. I also started the 9-hole membership at the club to help bring our average age 
down and to get more youngsters as members and playing at the club. I turned my 
attention to the golf course and as you all know there is not much I have to do with our 
course and greens being as good as they are. We brought in more definition and small 
touches around the greens to challenge the lower handicappers. We received great 
feedback to the immediate changes and challenges. 

     My pride to this day and one of my biggest achievements is our current Pro Shop. We 
changed our Pro Shop from being just an average shop to having hardware, 
performance studios and coaching all under one roof. It was very satisfying to see your 
plans and vision for the shop come “alive”. I am so proud of all the work we have put 
in, from designing the new shop to the finished product and it is exactly what we wanted 
and had in mind. With the studios being built we also renovated the clubhouse, adding 
a deck and outside seated area for players to enjoy a drink after golf with an amazing 
view of the Cape Town stadium as well as Lion’s head and Signal hill. 

6. Do you have any environmental or sustainability goals that you have met and would 
like to share? 

As a club we partnered with Green Jobs in the recycling of plastics and paper. We 
believe that our oceans can only be saved by us doing our part to help. We also have 
a good relationship with the DARG Animal shelter where we host a golf day once a 
year to help them raise funds for their organization. Their buffs are sold in the shop 
and all the money goes back to them in the hope to help feed recued animals.  

7. If you would like to, please share your social media platforms with us. 
 

You can find me on Instagram (dewaal09), twitter (@Dwaal09) and Facebook    De 
Waal Botha. I prefer Instagram more than the other social media platforms. 

8. Please give us a brief outline of the path you took to lead you to your current 
position? 

After I graduated at Northlink College, I completed my practical hours at Paul 
Mackenzie Golf Academy, coaching for 6 months learning from Jonathan Bartlett. My 
first job was as Pro Shop Assistant at De Zalze Golf Club working under the 
management of Dave Hanson, Alfie Payne and Morné Oosthuizen. This is where my 
managing foundation was set to grow as a young professional with the guidance of 
these well known and well respected managers. I worked as a Pro Shop assistant for 
about 2 years before I got promoted to Senior Pro Shop assistant and later became 



the Assistant Golf Manager and also acting Golf Manager. My time at De Zalze Golf 
Estate provided the managing platform I still use to this day.  

After 5 years at De Zalze Golf Club, I got the opportunity to move to Metropolitan Golf 
Club. This was quite a challenge for me but an opportunity to use my own creativity 
to try and make a difference at a well located golf club with such a rich history. 
 

9. Why do you feel that you would be a good candidate to win this award? 

It’s really difficult to say why I should win this award as there are so many other PGA 
Professional/entrepreneurs that are doing a fantastic job. If I had to win the award it 
will be so rewarding to know your fellow professionals see the work you do and notice 
the difference, we all try to make as one team and brand.  

Thank you, PGA of SA, for the opportunity to be part of the nominated candidates for 
this amazing award and I am sure the best candidate will receive the award. 

 
Would you like the PGA to share your profile via our social media platforms? 
You are welcome to share my profile via your social media platform. 

 

 


