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1. What led you to becoming a PGA Professional? 

There are many aspects of the golf industry that drew me to become a PGA Professional 
but the strongest driving force has to be the personal relationships that develop and 
nurture through the game of golf. It truly is unique. As a PGA Pro, you become more 
than a golf Professional, you become a teacher, mentor, friend, confidante and lifelong 
golfing buddy. You are fortunate to have a stunning outdoor office and the opportunity 
to have an impact on someone’s life daily, albeit big or small. A tiny bit of effort goes a 
long way and, in this industry, it really shows. 

2. What is your current job title? 

 Golf Director 

3. How long have you been in your current position? 

2 years & 4 months  

4. What have you implemented in your position the past 18 months that has contributed 
to the success of your facility/golf club/business?  

We really have hit the ground running in the past 2 years, many initiatives have been 
implemented and adapted, some have worked a charm, others not as well. But that’s 
the beauty of it all. We are always learning and always striving to remain relevant, on 
the forefront of modern best practices and always be top of mind.  

Some successful initiatives we have implemented as a team during my time at 
Pecanwood would have to be:  

*Upskilling & Development of staff ( I strongly believe is growing and developing your 
staff into the resources needed by the club instead of looking out and hiring in – the 
business is all about people and if you look after your people, guide them and put the 



time in with them, they will move the needle and reward your club with heartfelt 
service and customer orientated service)  

*As many of you will know Pecanwood has had its share of ups and downs with regard 
to the course maintenance with a huge focus on the bunkers. We have in the last few 
months undertaken to restore the greenside bunkers to their original design, install new 
modern drainage and USGA spec sand to improve the overall look and playability of the 
bunkers on the course. This was and remains no easy task but the end products have 
made an incredible impact. With only 4 holes left before all greenside bunkers have 
been completely restored. I cannot wait for golfers to come and experience our new 
greenside bunkers. 

* We have also moved our Proshop location to better fall in line with the overall look, 
flow and feel of Pecanwood as a club. This change allowed up no only to improve on our 
product quality but also allows us to offer a lifestyle product aspect to the residents and 
visitors that visit our estate and club. This move and specially through our stock buying 
strategy has seen the retail outlet at Pecanwood increase its sales by 87% in 2019 and 
67% on top of that in 2020.  

* Another initiative we set out on was to improve the marketing of our golf product at 
Pecanwood. We streamlined all our offerings and put special focus on the service 
delivery of those products and I am delighted to say that we have seen an increase in 
rounds of golf of 30% year on year for the past 2 years with a forecast to surpass that in 
2021.  

On a side note, I was part of the team that ventured to take the Food & beverage in-
house. This was no easy task and every day is a learning experience but the club is 
seeing the benefits and the members are extremely happy with the variety and quality 
of the in-house food and beverage department at the club. 

5. Share a minimum of 2 successes that you have achieved in your position the past 18 
months. 

One of the proudest achievements has to be the membership drive we have undertaken 
at Pecanwood. Upon arriving at Pecanwood we only had 237 members with many of 
these members being pensioner members. Something had to be done to improve on 
this as well as the demographics within this total. I am thrilled to announce that we 
achieved a 250% growth in membership and ended 2020 with 831 golf members. This 
leaves Pecanwood as a club in a far stronger and sustainable position for the future.  

Also as mentioned previously the relocation of the Pecanwood Proshop resulted in an 
87% increase in sales in year 1 and a further 67% increase in year 2 (which was a covid 
lockdown year) 2021 is currently far surpassing those figures with average sales figures 
over last 3 months exceeding R260 000 per month at a very healthy profit margin. One 



more achievement that we are very proud of as it also builds a sense of pride amongst 
our members is our national golf course ranking. Pecanwood has improved its national 
course ranking from 37th in 2018 to 30th in 2020. With current plans falling into place we 
are optimistic to climb into the top 25 by 2021/2022. 

6. Do you have any environmental or sustainability goals that you have met and would 
like to share? 

Environmental goals –Pecanwood has made huge strides in appointing a top class 
course maintenance company in the form of Golf Data with a strict SLA drawn up by a 
team of industry leading external consultants to ensure we can achieve targets we have 
set out in our master strategic plan for long term sustainability and development. 
Pecanwood has also begun implementing the planting of native grass areas to improving 
the framing of the holes on the golf course as well as have a huge impact in the 
reduction of mowing maintenance around the course. Future plans also include the 
reduction in number and size of fairway Bunkers once the greenside bunker project 
comes to an end by summer 2021. 

Moving slightly away from the course itself, Morne Botha – GM Golf and Country Club 
and myself have been heavily involved in the Hyacinth cleaning project on the 
Hartbeespoort dam with has a dramatic impact on our environment. Through numerous 
fundraising initiatives, golf days, political meetings, environmental studies and 
alternative uses and harvesting practices of Hyacinth, etc we have been able to reduce 
the total coverage of the Hyacinth on the Hartbeespoort dam from roughly 70% to 14% 
over the past 12 to 16 months.  

7. Please give us a brief outline of the path you took to lead you to your current 
position?  

After completing my matric at Pretoria Boys High School, I went on to study a degree in 
Sport Science- Special option Golf at the University of Pretoria( a degree which allowed 
me to complete a formal degree and my PGA diploma at the same time) after 
graduation and 3 years of competing on the amateur golf scene around the country and 
abroad my interest turned to sport as a business and managing the facilities within the 
business. I completed a Honours Degree in Sport and Recreation Business Management 
and went onto to lecture the PGA diploma at the University of Pretoria/ TuksGolf, 
became Chairman of University Sport South Africa Golf. I worked my way to Golf 
Operations Co-ordinator at TuksSport HPC. My passion for people in the game of golf 
drew me to the club side of the industry and I joined Pecanwood in February 2019 as 
Golf Director. It has been an unbelievable journey and this is only the beginning!  

 

 



8. Why do you feel that you would be a good candidate to win this award? 

Even though I have not been in the industry for 10, 15 or 20 years there have been both 
tangible and intangible trails of evidence in my career thus far that prove that young 
PGA Professionals have just as much to add to the industry as our more experienced 
role models and mentors that came before us.  

The world Is ever changing and so is the golf industry. We have to remain relevant, push 
the boundaries of what is thought possible and always strive for nothing but the best for 
our members, our facilities and our local and international industries.  

I strongly fell that I would be a good candidate for this award as the award celebrates 
innovation, passion, leadership and a willingness to grow both oneself and those around 
him or her to bring about improvement in our industry and make it a more exciting, 
sustainable and prosperous environment for those that will follow after us. 

 

 

Would you like the PGA to share your profile via our social media platforms? 
yes please  
 
If you would like to, please share your social media platforms with us. 



Facebook- Kevin Wylie  
Instagram- Kevinkwwylie  

 


