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GROW GOLF 

Michelle de Vries 

East London Golf Club Driving Range/Michelle de Vries Golf Academy 

1. What led you to becoming a PGA Professional? 

In 1988 while playing on the LET/WPGA tour we had lots of time between events and 
very little income.  Friends that I was travelling with suggested that we should join 
the PGA so that we could teach and earn an income.  So I joined in the Tour Player 
Category.  I enjoyed the feeling of seeing pupils improve. 

2. What is your current job title? 

Head PGA Coaching Professional 

3. How long have you been in your current position? 

22 years 

4. What have you implemented in your position the past 18 months that has 
contributed to the success of your facility/golf club/business? 

I have promoted “family golf” and “beginner groups” of friends.   These groups get a 
minimum of 6 hourly lessons and a 6 month temporary golf membership at the 
ELGC, all at an affordable price.  This initiative has been  a great success 
approximately 40 plus temporary members have signed up, this in turn has increased 
the ELGC membership and the number of clients wanting to improve their game.  
During total covid-19 lockdown, I offered my cliental video analysis lessons and at no 
cost I sent my clients’ weekly drills that they could do at home with simple 
equipment most homes have access to.                                                                                                            

5. Share a minimum of 2 successes that you have achieved in your position the past 
18 months. 

Kesha Louw (13 yrs old) - chosen for South African talent Identification squad 

Micheala Fletcher- winning Sun City Super Sport Challenge (Sunshine Tour) 2021  

Ben Webber (11 yrs old)- shot rounds of 63/70/70, won by 19 shots while playing in 
an IPT tournament in Katberg 2020 also came 3rd in SA Boys under 15 



Werner Potgieter (16 yrs old) – winning 5 of the 6 tournaments to win the race to 
the SA Amateur 

Demi Flanagan – winning the Border Open Championship 2020 

Border Ladies winning the B division at the 72 hole stroke play IPT Championship 
2021 

I still believe my greatest success is growing the game of golf in East London. 

6. Do you have any environmental or sustainability goals that you have met and 
would like to share? 

 

7. Please give us a brief outline of the path you took to lead you to your current 
position? 

I went on holiday to East London in 1997 to practice and play in preparation, as I was 
going back on the European and Futures tour in USA.  A couple of lady members of 
the ELGC asked me to coach and I built up a good cliental.  I then went on tour for a 
year.  While on tour the captain of the club mailed me and asked if I wanted to be 
the resident Professional at the East London Golf Club – the rest is history!  

8. Why do you feel that you would be a good candidate to win this award? 

I feel that my loyalty, my passion and my work ethic would likely make me a good 
candidate, but then again like my fellow Pro’s we all have the PASSION!   

  

 


