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MINUTES OF THE CENTRAL GAUTENG REGIONAL ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

OF THE PGA OF SOUTH AFRICA 

HELD ON 16 JULY 2018 

Venue: Royal Johannesburg and Kensington Golf Club, Johannesburg at 10h00.  

1.  WELCOME:  

The Chairman (Martin Briede) welcomed all those present and thanked them for attending.  

2.  READING OF THE NOTICE COVENING THE MEETING: 

The Chairman read out the notice convening the meeting and declared the meeting 
constitutionally correct.  The meeting was officially opened at 9h59.  

3.  ATTENDANCE REGISTER AND READING OF APOLOGIES:  

Present:  

Ivano Ficalbi, Michael Balderstone, Barry Bothma, Martin Briede, Francois Conradie, Kenneth 
Dube, Charles Erasmus, Ryan Flockhart, Nico Groenewald, Andrew Gunn, Darrin Hedley, 
Rachel Howard, Richard Kaplan, Dean Kupferman, Tyrone Lorusso, Donovan Main, Leonard 
Nel, Shaun Pohlmann, Johan Steyn, Kyle Puttick, Andrew Truluck, Ignis van der Merwe, Paul 
Nalana  

Apologies:  

Costanza Trussoni, Corne Viljoen, Ian Eveleigh, David Christie, Andrew Tricker, Rudy Whitfield, 
David Whitfield, Leo Whitfield, Christopher Bentley, Gavin Frazer, Alrich Labuschagne, Scott 
Gillespie, Simon Riekert, Francois Spangenberg, Renier de Beer, Edward Retief  

4.  READING AND MATTERS ARISING OUT OF THE MINUTES OF THE LAST REGIONAL ANNUAL 
GENERAL MEETING:  

The minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting were sent to all the Gauteng Central 
members prior to this Annual General Meeting. Martin Briede asked if there were any matters 
arising. 

There were no matters arising.  

5.  ADOPTION OF THE MINUTES OF THE LAST REGIONAL ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING:  

Martin Briede confirmed that the minutes were a true account of the proceedings. 

This was proposed by Richard Kaplan and seconded by Michael Balderstone and Rachel 
Howard.  

6.  REGIONAL CHAIRMAN’S REPORT:  

Martin Briede presented his Chairman’s report; a copy is included below:  

On your committee are Barry Bothma, Kenneth Dube, Ignis van der Merwe and James 
Botsware.  
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I’m welcoming a new era, I’m excited with the prospect of having a new committee, there’s a 
few of us stepping down, I’m going to thank them later for their service and there’s some new 
members that are standing. I’ve been on the regional committee for about 10 years now and 
the board for 5, the last couple of months in my life have been quite exciting with new projects 
and I haven’t been able to participate in the fun events like the Gauteng Cup, Webster cup 
and the regional champs due to my busy schedule, so I did speak to Ivano about stepping 
down, I think it’s time for me to move on and to hand over to the new generation, we did 
have this discussion and if the members want then I will be standing just to make sure the 
transition happens because we’ve got a whole new committee, very few have had experience, 
Ignis has been on the committee for 2 years now so he has got a bit of experience but I am 
looking at phasing out. so, if the members want me to carry on then they will have to vote for 
me, otherwise I’m very happy to step down but there is this phasing out process and anyone 
who’s interested and shows enthusiasm for the committee and this position, is most welcome 
to approach me and we can get the process going.  

Tournaments  

Our committee really started enthusiastically we had no Pro-Ams and we build it to about 13 
a year, last year we had 8 so the number is dropping therefore I see it as priority to organise 
and source more Pro-Ams, I’m really grateful for the clubs like Ebotse, State Mines, Randpark 
and there’s a lot of clubs that have consistently held Pro-Ams throughout the year so I really 
am grateful and would like for them to keep on hosting and keep on carrying on.  

I see this new regional committee, Ivano and Paul will assist, really everybody whose standing 
will have a responsibility, we going to have a lot of sub- committee so there’ll be two guys 
that are responsible for sourcing the tournaments, there’ll be two guys for fund raising and 
social events so in this new regional committee whoever is standing I hope you’re willing to 
work hard it’s going to be some added responsibilities but I think it’s time to push this region 
to new heights and really get it to where it should be. Thanks to Ivano and Paul for all the 
work that you’ve done throughout this whole year it’s nice to have you on board Paul I know 
you’ve been busy meeting with the guys from the region so well done and thank you.  

We had 8 Pro-Ams last year and I would like that it grows to at least one a month and possibly 
two a month but the minimum we need is one Pro-am a month. It tends to be quiet in the 
first half of the year and then towards the end of the year it picks up, so most of our 
tournaments tends to be in the second half of the year.  

It was awesome that our region hosted the National PGA championship, thank you Dean for 
hosting, I’ve just had good things and well done for hosting a superb event. Our regional 
champs was held at Reading, it’s the responsibility of the regional committee to fund that 
event so at present there’s no funding and all the money raised for price money is done 
through the committee and also again a big thanks to you Barry, you got Yamaha involved 
and it was over R10 000 that they contributed towards the price money so thank you Barry.  

We had two challenge matches last year against Gauteng north and I’m pleased to announce 
that we won on both occasions, once at Blair Atholl and the other one at Irene, it was sad that 
I couldn’t be a part of it but our captain courageous Kenneth Dube led the team, that’s going 
to be a twice a year event against Gauteng north and if you’re interested in playing it is a really 
fun event but it is self-funded, there’s no prize money its more about the spirit.  
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Awards  

Let’s honour our outstanding archivers in this last year, our regional champion at reading was 
Kenneth Dube and the order of merit winner is Alrich Labuschagne. 

Well done to Kenneth Dube and Alrich Labuschagne.  

Here are the 2018 Regional Award winners.  

Golf Management - Christopher Bentley 

Club Professional - Kenneth Dube 

Teaching Professional - Michael Balderstone 

Grow Golf  - Andy Truluck 

Entrepreneur  - Michael Balderstone 

Congratulations to all of you guys and I wish you good luck in the national award, the Gauteng 
Central region needs to take all the awards this year.  

Going Forward  

I would like to thank all the past committee members Barry Bothma is stepping down, thank 
you Barry. Ignis good luck for the future because you also standing, Thanks to Kenneth Dube 
for your hard work, all the Pro-Ams that you hosted. Thank you guys I really appreciate it. 

Also, past committee members, Michael Du Toit and all the other members who have served 
in the committee. Good luck to our new members you going to work hard. It isn’t just a free 
honorary position; you do have to put in some work. The KZN is a very strong region and I 
think we need to take a look at them, they’ve got fundraisers they’ve got lot of events besides 
Pro- Ams so going forward we need to work hard and get the region to where it should be. 
Thank you very much. 

7.  CHIEF EXECUTIVE REPORT:  

The Chief Executive of the PGA, Ivano Ficalbi was present and delivered his report covering 
the following key areas: 

•  Board of Directors  

• Financial 

• Membership 

• Insurance 

• The PGA Brand and Trademark 

• PGA AMP (Accredited medical Practitioner) 

• Education Department Presentation (Presented by Andrew Gunn) 

•  Championships 

• Annual Award Process 

• PGA Raffle Fund Raising 

• PGA Partner Program presentation (Presented by Darrin Hedley) 

• Transformation 
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• PGA Organogram 

•  Influencing the Industry 

• Strategic Plan 

8.  PRESENTATION OF THE REGIONAL ACCOUNTS:  

Martin Briede delivered the regional account report and noted that unfortunately, this is the 
only region that owes the PGA money, as a regional committee we are going to have to work 
on some goals and initiatives and driving some revenue. 

Obviously, the funds we are talking about is the regional fund account which is used by the 
region for their own goals within the region. So, KZN has got about R 70 000 in their account 
at the moment, they have 2 fund raising initiatives. The SE Cape has around R 50 000. The 
committee will work to find some ideas and we will try to tie it into some of our Pro-Ams.  

9.  THE ELECIONS OF THE REGIONAL COMMITTEE MEMBERS: 

Ivano Ficalbi noted that there had been ten nominations in total, however the PGA 
Membership Regulations state that a Member must be Class AA or higher to stand for the 
Regional Committee and therefore Dean Kupferman, Prince Modiba and Simon Riekert were 
unable to be put forward for election to the Committee. 

The reason they were allowed to be nominated was that the Region was unsure what the 
interest was so rather have someone in the committee who was interested in helping even if 
they were less than Class AA. 

Ivano thanked everyone for voting, there was 21 in attendance and 21 voting forms were 
received. 

The Committee for the next two years period is as follows  

Kyle puttick  

Johan Steyn  

Charles Erasmus  

Andrew Truluck  

Ignis van der Merwe  

Martin Briede 

Congratulations to the new Committee. 

10.  YEARS OF MEMBERSHIP ACKNOWLEDGEMENT:  

Francois Conradie was awarded a certificate for over 10 years of unbroken membership of 
the association.  

Francois was in attendance and received his certificate.  

11.  CORRESPONDENCE:  

No correspondence was received.  
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12.  GENERAL:  

Ignis had a question for the floor, he stated that in the last committee meeting we discussed 
tournaments, he suggested that there should be some event or some participation for all the 
players that are not playing Pro-Ams and he wanted to hear from the floor if there was any 
suggestions other than Pro-Ams, to have a get together or interaction with the PGA 
professionals. 

Ivano noted that the PGA had approached a few restaurant franchises for the Member Benefit 
and to host Member Meetings. To date, this has been unsuccessful due to the difficulties 
around individual franchise participation. 

Ignis noted that he had tried an event at the world of golf but it was not well attended, it was 
just an event where instead of putting in your best score you could have a longest drive, 
straightest drive, shortest chip, longest putt something very different where people can bring 
their families and not just compete on a professional level all the time.  

Ignis asked if there were any suggestions form the professionals at the AGM and Rachel 
Howard suggested on a social tournament where PGA professionals can play with Sunshine 
Tour and top ranked amateur players. So that everyone gets to know who’s who within the 
whole golf industry.  

Ignis suggested to try out the social event at the world of golf one more time. 

13. CLOSING:  

Martin Briede thanked everyone in attendance and with nothing further to discuss closed the 
meeting at 11:12am.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

_________________________________ 

Signed as Correct: 

Chairman of the Central Gauteng Region 


