
WESTERN CAPE ANNUAL AWARDS 

CLUB PROFESSIONAL COACH 

ENTREPRENEUR  

Murray Smit 

Murray Smit Golf, De Zalze Golf Club  

1. What led you to becoming a PGA Professional? 

I have been extremely passionate about sport from a young age and when I took up golf 
I was immediately enthralled by the challenge that the game presented. I chose to study 
at The Golf School of Excellence from 2010 – 2012 with the hope of becoming a playing 
professional, but found my love for coaching while completing my practical hours in 
2014, I haven’t looked back since. 

2. What is your current job title? 

Head Teaching Professional at De Zalze Golf Club and owner of Murray Smit Golf  

3. How long have you been in your current position? 

18 Months  

4. What have you implemented in your position the past 18 months that has contributed 
to the success of your facility/golf club/business? 

We are on a constant journey to improve our quality of service at Murray Smit and this 
has allowed us to grow tremendously over the last 12 months. We have also introduced 
multiple new pieces of technology to our coaching services, these include Capto, a 
putting analysis tool used by some of the best coaches in the world and a Trackman 
Simulator which allows us to keep coaching during the cold and wet winter months in 
Cape Town.   

We are working hard to build an academy which can compete with the best facilities in 
the world and this consistent search for improvement has contributed greatly to our 
success over the last 18 months. 



5. Share a minimum of 2 successes that you have achieved in your position the past 18 
months. 

We are fortunate to have many success stories each and every year, but two incredible 
success stories include:  

Megan Streicher – Megan has had an unbelievable 18 months which culminated in her 
winning the SA Womnens Strokeplay Championship at Royal Johannesburg and 
Kensington. Megan is also now the top ranked junior in the country  

Annalie Swanepoel, Shani Brynard and Hayden – Morgen Evens – I am so excited that all 
three of these juniors have received full scholarships to top colleges in the USA. Golf can 
serve as a wonderful platform for juniors to go and further their education while 
pursuing their golfing goals and we are so excited to see all three of them do exactly 
that.  

6. Do you have any environmental or sustainability goals that you have met and would 
like to share? 

The biggest sustainability goal that we have is to introduce as many juniors and ladies to 
the game of golf as possible.  

Ladies golf has grown exponentially over the last few years and we are constantly 
looking for ways to encourage more women to not only take up the game, but integrate 
into the club and eventually become fully fledged members. We have managed to 
introduce multiple formats that have encouraged this growth and are really excited by 
how many new ladies are taking up and enjoying the game. 

Junior golf is always going to be the feeder system for the game long term and we have 
not only targeted this demographic but also hired a full time junior coach who make the 
game as fun and exciting as possible. John Thomson has done an incredible job and we 
now have groups full of young golfers learning the basic skills and rules needed to take 
up golf on a daily basis at De Zalze Golf Club 

7. Please give us a brief outline of the path you took to lead you to your current 
position? 

I started off by doing my PGA Diploma at The Golf School of Excellence from 2010 – 
2012. I then completed my practical hours at TGSE in 2014 before taking up a full time 
position at the academy.  

I moved to De Zalze as the Head Teaching Professional for Swingfit Performance 
Academy in 2016 and then helped establish the Coaching Academy for EOGA Golf 
Academy at Erinvale at the end of 2018.  



I launched Murray Smit Golf, a premium Golf Academy at De Zalze Golf Club at the end 
of 2019 and have been the Head Teaching professional at the academy since then.  

8. Why do you feel that you would be a good candidate to win this award?  

I feel that I would be a good candidate to win either the Coach, Club Professional or 
Entrepreneur of the year awards because I am on a daily quest to improve both myself 
and my coaching. I thoroughly enjoy working with players of all abilities, helping them 
achieve whatever their golfing goals are.  

I am also extremely passionate about developing a golf academy which incorporates the 
same facilities, technology and service levels that are associated with the premium 
offerings around the world.  

 

Would you like the PGA to share your profile via our social media platforms? 
 
I am more than happy for the PGA to do so.  
 
If you would like to, please share your social media platforms with us. 
 
Instagram - @murraysmitgolf 
Facebook – murraysmitgolf  


