
KZN ANNUAL AWARDS 

COACH GROW GOLF 

ENTREPRENEUR  

Paul Bowden  

Indie Golf PTY Ltd. (Kloof Country Club PRO SHOP; Titleist Fitting Centre (DBN); 
University Golf Practise Centre and Indie Golf Stores DBN.) 

1. What led you to becoming a PGA Professional? 

After a career in the corporate world ending in 1999 I assisted a good friend of mine at 
Ferndown Golf Club in the UK with his Junior Section on the Weekend. He encouraged 
me to play golf as a tour player and join the PGA, which I knew very little about. Mike 
Dodd my PGA Professional mentor is still an active PGA member of GB&Ire specialising 
in junior golf development and is a highly respected elite player coach. Clive Bonner is 
where I completed my PGA Course in the UK at Bramshaw Golf Club and he was well 
respected for being an exceptionally good Golf Director and Retailer. Between the pair 
of them I had an excellent mentorship through the programme and graduated in 2006 
through the PGA of GB&Ire. Basically Golf became my passion and my career. 

2. What is your current job title? 

Managing Director, Indie Golf PTY Ltd. Master fitter for Titleist and Fellow PGA Coach. 

3. How long have you been in your current position? 

Since 2008 (12 Years) 

4. What have you implemented in your position the past 18 months that has contributed 
to the success of your facility/golf club/business? 

I have set up a very successful Elite Golf Academy run by myself which has fed off our 
large schools and kids coaching programme. Unlimited balls per hour at our facility and 
by doing so increased our revenue by 30%. We have slimmed down our expenses thanx 
to Covid and relooked at our strategies finding out where are more efficient, offering a 
better service and are now more profitable.  

5. Share a minimum of 2 successes that you have achieved in your position the past 18 
months. 



As a coach I have had some really good success stories with my Elite academy players 
such as winning regional event, playing open division KZN IPT Team, U19 Ranked KZN 
player with a number of other great results and representing themselves in Golf RSA 
National Events. Introduced a further 2 golfers onto the PGA Apprentice Programme and 
over the last 8 years I have had in excess of 10 apprentices qualify under me. I was 
awarded my Fellowship of the PGA of SA, which is a great honour.   

6. Do you have any environmental or sustainability goals that you have met and would 
like to share? 

Where our main facility is based, we have tied in with the local community who crush 
and remove our bottles and cardboard for recycling. The proceeds of this are theirs to 
keep. Laying a USGA Spec Putting green requiring no water as well as all planted beds 
are Aloe only, local to our area, managed by Ben Botha an expert in waterwise 
gardening.  

7. Please give us a brief outline of the path you took to lead you to your current position? 

• PGA Apprentice (UK&Ire): Kids Coaching, Retail, Repairs and Playing  

• PGA (A) PGA Professional UK&Ire: Coaching, Academy Coaching, County Coaching, 
Playing 

• PGA (AA) Started Mizuno Fitting Centre and Indie Golf Stores (UKZN) Returned to SA. 
Wrote the Kids workbook programme (Weenie G and Mid G) 

• PGA (AAA) Opened up Kloof Pro Shop, Relaunched the Fitting Centre (Titleist Fitting 
Centre); Coached at an Elite Level. Set Up SunshineKIds, Linked the University Centre 
with Schools, Empowered PGA Apprentices to work through the coaching program. 
Bought out our partners and I am currently a 50/50 as shareholder of Indie Golf PTY 
Ltd. 

• Fellow PGA of SA: Continue currently coaching my Elite Squad and overseeing our 
numerous coaching programmes. Fulfil the main fitting role at our fitting centre. All 
company contractual work and overseeing the various department falls with my 
remit as MD. I also MC at golf events and dinners for major corporates and seminars.  

8. Why do you feel that you would be a good candidate to win this award?  

COACH: 

I have won this award previously at a provincial level for my dedicated coaching and in 
growing the game at grassroots level. Since then I have stepped up into an Elite 
Coaching role with numerous successes. I have also set out a path of growth for juniors 
and adults through our PGA staff and assistants. This allows me to focus on the needs of 
the Elite Golfer. Uniquely I incorporated fitting and coaching as one entity distinguishing 
the PGA professional from just a retail outlet. Investing in Flightscope and fitting kits are 
investments that have paid off resulting in better golf played by better golfers with 
precise fitting. 

GROW GOLF: 



Growing the Game of Golf is the cornerstone of the survival of the game. I have always 
believed in the ground up philosophy of creating a structure through an organised 
growth system. We are seeing the fruits of this system by offering beginners, juniors and 
ladies affordable and fun opportunities to try the sport. Once people have tried the 
game, they fall into the 1st phase structure, group sessions conducted by our PGA 
Apprentices. Phase 2 is individual lessons with our qualified professionals and Phase 
three is Fitting and Elite one on one sessions with the experienced PGA Professional. The 
fitting of equipment is a major factor throughout the phases so the customer learns 
from a solid base. 

ENTREPRENEUR:  

Golf has seen a fantastic boom in the last year or so; post covid. Entrepreneurship has 
always been close to my heart coming from a corporate background. I have personally  
been successful  with the formation of Indie Golf, but I am now concentrating in saving 
the retail environment. Sadly with the boom we have seen a number of clubs in the KZN 
region swallowed up by multinationals who have scant regard for a) growing the game 
b) protecting the club and its members and c) being run by non-qualified staff. As Indie 
Golf we can only control what is in front of us and for that reason we actively purchase 
stock from PGA Professionals and/or companies that are not aligned to a monopoly. 
Stocking local is where we are moving and encouraging entrepreneurs in clothing, 
accessories and course maintenance by making them our 1st choice. Independent 
companies who trade fairly are also at the fore-front of buying and retailing philosophy.  

10. Would you like the PGA to share your profile via our social media platforms? 
 

Yes please 
 

11. If you would like to, please share your social media platforms with us. 

• Facebook: Indie Golf Stores – Better Golf Starts Here 
• Instagram: #indiegolfstores   

  

 


