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I started my career in England in 1976 when I joined the British PGA. After my qualification 
in 1979 I then had a 7 year playing career. Having decided that playing was not for me I 
then returned to England where I was very quickly offered a job in Austria where I learnt to 
speak fluent German.  I worked in Austria for 20 years, firstly at Weissenbach GC and then 
17 years at the very prestigious Salzburg GC. During my time at Salzburg GC I was very 
privileged enough to work with Robert Trent Jones jnr on the redesign of my home club and 
further on the design of a course on the island of Majorca. At both my clubs in Austria I was 
appointed as Head Professional responsible for retail, coaching, driving range and general 
tournament organisation. During my time in Europe I was asked by Lawrie Thornton and 
Sandy Jones to sit on the very first European PGA committee, something that has resulted 
in the EPGA that we all know today. 

 The very snowy and cold winters gave me the opportunity to visit and learn from some of 
the most well-known coaches in the world, names such as John Jacobs, Denise Pugh, David 
Leadbetter, Alex Hay and the like. 

After 17 years at Salzburg golf club I decided to emigrate to South Africa with my family 
where we opened a guest house in Cape Town and after a year I was offered a job by Jamie 
Gough at his golf school in Tygervalley Cape Town. I then bought the school 8 years ago and 
began to focus more and more on my coaching. I have been lucky enough to accumulate 
the following successes since owning Paul Mackenzie Golf Academy 

1. 11 Sunshine Tour winners on the men’s and ladies tour. 
2. I have trained 8 different players to national colours. 
3. I have trained 4 order of merit winners in the Western Province. 
4. 2 Mid-Amateur national order of merit winners. 
5. 10 national tournament winners. 
6. More than 50 Western Province wins in Senior, Mid-Amateur and Junior golf. 

Four years ago, I founded TGSE Cape Town which has given me the opportunity to train and 
work with future members of the South African PGA which is something very close to my 
heart. 

I have worked in the golf industry for 41 years and my passion and commitment to the 
game is the same as it was on my first day as a young assistant.  

 


