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Richard Kaplan 

Houghton Golf Club 

1. What led you to becoming a PGA Professional?  

At first when I stopped playing on Tour and started teaching at The World of Golf, I 
was told we had to be associated with the PGA brand, and had to sign up to do the 
course. I wasn’t keen as I thought I knew it all! But I soon realised how valuable the 
whole PGA education and experience was, and have been immensely proud to be a 
part of golf’s biggest brand ever since.   

2. What is your current job title?  

Head Club and PGA Professional 

3. How long have you been in your current position?  

12 years 

4. What have you implemented in your position the past 18 months that has 
contributed to the success of your facility/golf club/business?   

Teaching and improving all levels of club golfers, selling to the members, and 
involvement on club committees that help steer the club recently in tough Covid 
times.  

5. Share a minimum of 2 successes that you have achieved in your position the past 
18 months.  

1. Since golf lockdown ended nearly exactly a year ago, I have gotten about 10 
beginners onto the course, with at least 3 of them now playing regularly. 
Membership to a club would then make these golfer’s stories – and mine - complete.  

2. Was Club Captain for 3 years, ending during lockdown last year. Hopefully that 
helped raise the awareness of a PGA Pro. 

6. Do you have any environmental or sustainability goals that you have met and 
would like to share?  

n/a (I try not to take divots!) 



7. Please give us a brief outline of the path you took to lead you to your current 
position?  

Springbok amateur, Tour Pro for 18 years, then teaching for 6 years, then back to 
Houghton. Been a Houghton member for nearly 50 years, then became Director of 
Golf when the club re-opened in 2010 after 2 ½ years of being totally renovated. 
Was DoG for 1 year, then took over shop full-time and went back to teaching in 
2011. 

8. Why do you feel that you would be a good candidate to win this award?  

One of the older and experienced guys, with a Tour background where I only worried 
about myself, and now fully transitioned and committed to the total opposite side of 
the game, where we’re only concerned about the club golfer. 

 


