
 Motivation for nomination for PGA Coach and Grow Golf for 2019- Gauteng 

 

This nomination is indeed an absolute delight for me, especially as I am really only following my passion 

for the game of golf. Having the opportunity to share some of the knowledge that I have gained in the 

last 40 years with the students at my academy, is extremely rewarding to me, as a PGA Professional. 

Having been a Sunshine Tour player in the late 1980`s and 1990`s, and being a Club Professional and 

Golf Director since 1985, I have gained vast experience not just as a player, administrator and retailer, 

but also as a coach to many up `n coming young golfers. 

Two years ago I decided to change lanes and opened the Golf Performance & Development Academy, 

which is located at Benoni Country Club and also at Sunward Park Driving Range. My mission at the 

academy is to grow the number of junior golfers at Benoni CC and in our area. Also, to show young 

golfers and their parents that golf is not just a game for elite players, but is a game to be enjoyed by 

players of all ages and abilities. To have the opportunity to help people aged from 5 to 85 years old to 

improve their game, is totally rewarding. To see a youngster, get a golf ball airborne for the first time, 

the sheer delight in their faces as the ball soars away, is what drives me to my passion for coaching. 

To see a young provincial player, with aspirations of becoming a professional golfer, starting to reap the 

rewards of his hours of practice and your guidance as a coach, is most satisfying to say the least. Being 

involved as a coach and as a manager to junior IPT teams, gives me direct contact with some of our best 

juniors in the country, and to see the ability of these young players bodes well for the future of SA 

professional golf. 

Golf, the game for life ! 

Rob van Velzen 
Advanced Fellow Professional 
 


