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1. What led you to becoming a PGA Professional? 

I realised after a few years of playing on the Sunshine Tout that I wasn’t going to be a 
very good Tour player and was encouraged by Fred Beaver to look at doing a PGA 
Apprenticeship. The PGA apprenticeship let me broaden my horizons and eventually led 
me into the wonderful world of teaching. 

2. What is your current job title? 

General manager and Head Teaching Professional of the Mount Edgecombe Driving 
Range and Golf Academy. 

3. How long have you been in your current position? 

10 years 

4. What have you implemented in your position the past 18 months that has contributed 
to the success of your facility/golf club/business? 

We have invested heavily in upgrading our facility with excellent quality grass hitting 
areas and a new short game practice area.  We have also made significant efforts in 
expanding our reach in social media promoting the game to new golfers/families and 
kids during the Covid-19 pandemic.  We have also assisted Skhumbuzo Mthethwa with 
help in completing his PGA Apprenticeship and he is now a full member of our teaching 
team. 

In the past few years, we have run 3 very successful programs at the Academy. (1) We 
identified the need to offer a step-by-step plan for adults to learn how to play and since 
Jan 2019 we have 100 golfers come through our Learner Golfer Program. (2) The 
“Bunnies” program, with the assistance of some of our lady members we have run 2 x 
3month programs of group tuition for the ladies every year.  The last two years have 
seen nearly 80 ladies come through this program form ours and neighbouring clubs. (3) 
Junior Golf- we have a dedicated junior Coach at our facility, Martin Smit and he 



currently has 45 kids on his Junior Programs from age 5 to 17 years of age.  We use both 
SNAG program and the Target 36 program. 

5. Share a minimum of 2 successes that you have achieved in your position the past 18 
months. 

1. Maheshan Naidoo 22 years old, came to see me having played for only a year.  We put 
Maheshan on to an Intensive learning programs and he now a playing with a HI 4.3.  

2. A Young doctor, Michael Forner asked for help in reaching his goal of breaking 90 
within six months, he is now regularly shooting in the low 80’s with HI 10.6.   

Both have joined Mount Edgecombe Country Club. 

6. Do you have any environmental or sustainability goals that you have met and would 
like to share? 

We work closely with Matko-Turf and follow their lead on all environmental and 
sustainability goals. 

7. Please give us a brief outline of the path you took to lead you to your current position? 

I realised that when I was trying to play competitive golf, I struggled to find a teacher 
who could help me both improve and understand the mechanics of the swing.  When I 
eventually did find a coach/mentor “Peter Croker”, I put all my energy into becoming 
the best possible teacher I could be.  This motivated me to travel around the world with 
the object being to keep learning from some of the best teachers.  It has been a 
wonderful journey. 

8. Why do you feel that you would be a good candidate to win this award?  

I believe that the ability to teach golfers of all levels and help them on their journey 
through the introduction to the game, joining a club, making new friends and touching 
their lives in a small but positive way is hugely important for the future of this wonderful 
game. 

As the head Professional at our Academy I believe it is my responsibility to design and 
deliver programs of lessons that effectively helps as many golfers as possible to 
learn/develop and enjoy the game of golf.  



 

Would you like the PGA to share your profile via our social media platforms? Yes please 
 

Face Book- “Steve Cottingham” and “ Mount Edgecombe Driving Range and Golf Academy” 
Instagram- cottinghamsteve 
Twitter- @steve_cottsgolf  
 
 


